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For their Complaint, Plaintiffs Nicollette Sheridan (“Sheridan”) and Starlike Enterprises,
Inc. (“Starlike™) (collectively as “Plaintiffs™) allege as follows:

INTRODUCTION
1. Defendant Mare Cherry (“Cherry™) struck Plaintiff Sheridan across the head and

face while on the set of the Desperate Housewives television series, After she complained to her
employer ahout Cherty’s improper behavior, Cherry arranged to have Sheridan terminated from
the show, resulting in her losing millions in future earnings. This lawsuit seeks redress for the
injuries and damages Sheridan and Starlike sustained as a result Chen?s unlav;fﬁnl violence and

the subsequent and unlawful termination of Sheridan from the Desperate Housewives television
\ Q
I 2. Plaintiff Sheridan is, and at all ﬁ?e& relevagt hereto has been, a resident of the

N
o\

3. ! /Sheridan is an award-fmmning actress wh?has_agpearﬁd on numerous television
series and moﬂof hendan is most rggnt )Mown for her role as Edie Britt on the

J& hit television series spedteﬂ usewivEs (thees M‘)

4. Plaipti Starlm alb@ts relevant hereto has been, a corporation

organized and-existing un laWS@bhe State of California, doing business in the County of

BGTIC-‘B.

i County of Los Angeles, State of California,

" Los Angeles, State of California. Gt Ilke is a loan-out corporation for the acting services of
Sheridan.

5. Plaintiffs are informed and believe and based thereon allege that Defendant
Cherry is, and at all times relevant hereto bas been, a resident of the County of Los Angeles,
State of California.

6. Plaintiffs are informed and Eeﬁeve and based thereon allege that Defendant

Touchstone Television Productions, LLC (“Touchstone™) is, and at all times relevant hereto
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has been, a limited liability company organized and existing under the laws of the State of
Delaware, doing business it the County of Los Angeles, State of California.

7. Plaintiffe are informed and believe and based thereon allege that Touchstone is
subject to suit under the California Fair Employment and Housing Act, Government Code
( §. 12900 et seq. (“FEHA™) because it reguiarly employs five or more persons.

8. Plainti{fs are informed and believe and based thereon allege that Defendant ABC
Studios (“ABC Studios™) is, and at all times relevant hereto has been, an entity, the form of
which is unknown, doing business in the County of Los Angeles, Statc of California. Plaintiffs
are further informed and believe and based thereon allege that ABC Stuglios is and has been a
r division of the Disncy-ABC Television Group. 21
| 9, Plaintiffs are informed and believe and based thereon allege that ABC Studios is

subject to suit under FEHA because it regularly employs ﬂm Persons.
ﬂ 10.  Plaintiffs are informed and believe and b thereondllege that in 2007,

Touchstone was renamed ARC Studios and that ABC Studjos hag assumed all of Touchstone’s
obligations to Plaintiffs. '(}0
11. /Plaintiﬁfs are infonnetmﬂ'biieve as(edgh\j\eﬁn allege that Defendant ABC
Entertainmeﬂ{ Grogp (¢ Entertainment™) is,/hd at allafines relevant hereto has been, an
entity, the form oﬁvhi@m&m : us'&‘ess{ﬁ ':I:Le County of Los Angeles, State of
ri California. Plaintif}fs Wd a'nQ‘belicve and based thereon allege that ABC
L Entertainment is and has 12 divisiqrq}ﬂfe Disney-ABC Television Group.
12, Plaintiffs are infcmtm)éid believe and based thereon allege that ABC
V Entertainment is subject to suit under FEHA becausa it regularly employs five or more persons.
13.  Plaintiffs are informed and believe and based thereon allege thst in or about
January 2009 ABC Studios was merged into or otherwise became part of ABC Entertainment.

14.  Touchstone, ABC Studios and ABC Entertainment are collectively referred to

herein as “ABC*

15,  Plaintiffs are ignorant of the true names and capacities of Defendants sued herein

as Does 1 throﬁgh 10, inclusive, and therefore sue said Defendants by such fictitions names.
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Plaintiffs will amend this Complaint to allege the true names and capacities of such fictitiously
nained Defendants when the same have beon ascertained. Plaintiffs are informed and believe and
based thereon allepe that each of the fictitiously named defendants is responsible in some manner
for the occurrences, act and omissions alleged herein and that Plaintiffs’ damages were

| proximately caused by theitr conduct. For convenience, each reference to a named Defendant

herein shall also refer to the Doc Defendants and cach of them.,

16.  Cherry created the Show. The Show premiered in the fajl of 2004, and it was an
instant hit. The Show’s success catapulicd Cherry to a powerful posith in the entertainment
industry. |
(t 17.  Sheridan was engaged to render acting serv@afhz Show pursuant to a written
Test Option Agreement between Touchstone and Starlike, for the sg#fices of Sheridan, dated

Il May 18, 2004, and an Amendment thercto datedfNovember 8, 2006 (collectively the

“Agreement), S

18.  When the Agreement!ﬁmend , wa}a@pated that each. of the regulars on
/
the Show, iﬂclud'rg S?da&, would remain o fﬁ}hosuﬁrough the terms of their respective
e
agreements. \/

€ Aw a:n'e@d, Starlike was to be compensated for services

provided by Sheridan in 2\t amount foreah cpisode produced each season, with a guaranteed

15,

| mininmud®F 13 episodes per seasin)b\mg the Fifth Contract Year, the period episode
compensation was set at $175,000; during the Sixth Contract Year, the per episode compensation
was set at $200,000; and during the Seventh Contract Year, the per episode compensation rose to
r $250,000.

CHERRY VIOLENTLY HITS SHERIDAN
20.  From the inception of the Show, Cherry created a hostile work environment for

the cast, crew and writers who work on the Show, and Sheridan in particular. Cherry has a
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reputation for behaving in an extremely abusive and aggressive manner toward the individuals
who work on the Show, and is known for regularly demeaning writers and staff in front of others
on the Show, including Sheridan. _ _

21.  During the fifth season of the Show, Chetry’s hostility was particularly focused on
Sheridan. Cherry consistently behaved in a dismissive, demeaning and unprofessional manner
toward Sheridan, not only in fropt of the other cast and crew on thé Show, bul belore the public
at large.

22, TnlJuly and August 2008, Sheridan made multiple attempts to schedule a private
li meeting with Cherry in an effort to discuss his negative demeanor towargd her and to discuss
whether he had a problem with her work. After multiple last-minuts czjcellations of the
scheduled meetings, Cherry finally agreed to meet with Sheridan during the weck of August 18,

2008. During that meeting, Cherry told ShcridaQ that he@mth her work, Chexry

acknowledged that he had behaved in an unprofessignal aud aggresgfe manner towards her and
apologized. Notwithstanding Cherry's apulogy,@ln {0 lash out at Sheridan and to
behave in a rude and degrading manner toward her. ’(}‘

23.  Cherry’s hostility and (@S‘Qn toward 3 \Eulminatcd with Cherry

| -
J physically aséault‘({g Shgad.@' on the set of the cw; on\Saﬁtember 24, 2008.
v

24, | O Secplemb 24,)200 > E hc{éal for the Show, when Sheridan

questioned Cherry jbw @\he script, Cherry took her aside and forcefully hit

her with his hand across hex face and heRd,

25.  Sheridan was physxfﬂjl(\‘and emotionally injured, humiliated and stunned by
Cherry’s sudden physical violence and stated, *you just hit me in the head, that is not okay.
THAT IS NOT OKAY!" Sheridan then left the set and returned to her trailer,

Il 26.  Subseguently, Cherry acknowledged that he had gone too far and went to
Il Sheridan’s trailer in an effort to, as he put it, “beg forgiveness.”
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27.  Sheridan immediately reported Cherry’s assault of her to ABC.

28.  Nevertheless, Cherry’s abusive and aggressive behavior towards Sheridan not

only persisted, it worsened. He continued to behave int & derisive and condescending manner

|

toward Sheridan.
29, Cherry had previously made clear his hostility to cast and crew who
f" guestioned his authority and reported his abusive behavior to executives at ABC. Afier an
incident where Sheridan’s co-star on the Show, Teri Haicher, went abovg Cherry’s head to speak
to ABC executives, Cherry told Sheridun, “I hope Teri Hulcher geots Iutfy a car and dies.”
30.  InFebruary 2009, Sheridan was informed that her emp ‘qunt on the Show was

being terminated and that her character, Edie Britt, was beifg kille how.

31.  Based on Cherry’s extreme personal animug and violgsfl assault on Sheridan, his
d crew who report his misconduct,

thavsﬁ‘\vms fired from the Show in

past behavior and exprossed desire to retaliate a t cast
| Sheridan is informed and believes and based thereon alle
retaliation for r;:portmg Cherry’s phy k on Ber to \J

Pl nform: md basedhthereon aliege that as revenge for
Sheridan repoﬂ_\nxhﬁﬂﬂ p-hMca] violence toward her to ABC, Cherry
requested that ABC t nate(ihandu}ﬁ oot vmh ABC so that he could kil her character
off the Show.

33.  The decision to kill@ﬂeridan’s character demonstrates that Cherry and ABC
mtended to and did retaliate against Sheridan for her complaints about Cherry., Sheridan has
been one of the principal lead actresses on the Show since it first debuted in 2004, and her
character, Edie Britt, was hugely popular among fans of the Show. Sheridan was always featured
In publicity photos with other core members of the cast: Teri Hatcher, Felicity Huffinan, Marcia
‘k Croas and Eva Longoria. Although certain male characters on the Show have been killed off,

none of the lead female characters had ever before been killed off or written out of the Show. It
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is exceptionally unusual for a popular character to be killed off or written out of a television
series unless the actor has requested to be released from his or her contract.

34,  Sheridan is further informed and believes and based thereon alleges that Cherry
informed third parties that he had hoped that Sheridan would be distraught as a result of the
termination of her employment on the Show. These statements are further evidence of the
outrageous and tortious conduet of Cherry and the fact that his intention in killing Sheridan’s
character was to punish her for reporting his conduct to ABC and to cause her to suffer severe
emotional distress.

'35. As a result of the wrongful and tortious conduct of Ch and ABC, Sheridan has
sustained damages in excess of $20,000,000.00.

36.  Sheridan has filed with the Departinent of Fair Emp]d ent and Housing

adninistrative Complaints against Cherry, Tou@stone, C Studivs and ABC Entertainment
.Group. The DFEH has issued to Sheridan, Right to Sue Detters withffespect to each of these

hausted her administrative remedies.

defendants. Thus, Sheridan has timely and app@ly :

{By Shéridan Agginst )l'ou S R‘&Sﬁldius, and ABC Entertainment)

37. Plityl 3 reprlﬁ!lega, o}t@tﬂ incorporate by reference each and every
allegation contained in p aph 1 thfBugh'36, inclusive, of this Complaint as though fully set
forth herein. O\‘

38, It is a public policy of the State of California that employees working within the
state have a right to a safe workplace, free of physical violence and credible threats of physical
violence. This policy is embodied in a variety of statutes, including without limitation,
California Civil Code §§ 51.7, 52.4, California Labor Code §§ 6310, 6400 ef seq., and California
Code of Civil Procedure § $27.8.

39.  In September 2008, Sheridan complained to ABC concerning Cheiry’s violent and
unprovoked assault and battery of her.
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40.  Bymaking complaints o ABC concerning Cherry’s misconduct, Sheridan was
protesting the dangerous conditions on the set of the Show, namely, Cherry’s misconduct and
violent tendencies. She sought to ensure a safe working environment for herself and the other
members of the cast and crew of the Show.

41.  Onor about February 11, 2009, at Cherry’s insistence and recommendation, ABC
terminated Sheridan’s employment by writing her out of the Show and killing her character.

42.  The decision to ténninéte Sheridan’s employrent was made to retaliate against
Sheridan for her complaints conceming Cherry's conduct and the unsafe workplace that his
behavior created.

43.  Asadirect and proximate result of the aforementioned acts and vmissions of

ABC, Sheridan has been damaged in. the form of lost wages and enployment benefits, and severe

emotional and physical distress, in an amount in ixcess of $20,000,000.00, an exact amount to be
proven at the time of trial. : \/

4d.  Plaintiffs are informed and believifand bascd thereon allege that ABC, in

doing the things herein alleped, acted willfully, maliciousi and\ sively with the full
knowledge of tl}; adverse effect their m ave o @dan and acted with willful and
deliberate disxéga?bf tho conseqwfd resuf of the fraudulent, willful, and

g € \ : N y
malicious conduct qf AF C‘@lmd}n 1 t?_a\‘n.ayard of exemplary and punitive damages

v

against ABC in an amount to fied w
\J. . M
45.  Asadirect and proximatgmesit of the aforesaid wrongful acts of Defendants,
Sheridan has incurred and will cunt'ﬂhs\tﬁ incur substantial attoneys’ fees and costs in
connection with this litigation. Sheridan is entitled to an award of their rensonable attorneys’
fees and costs incurred in connection with this litigation pursuant to Paragraph 17(g) of the
Standard Terms and Conditions of the Agreement and California Civil Code § 1717.

124286.2 COMPLAINT




BAUTE & TIDUS e
TI7 SOUTH FIGUEROA STREET, 3ULTE 4900
{21 33 630-5000

L8 ANGELES, CALIFORNEA 9001 7

I e
o

ke

Tl A LR R L

Mpa b

W00 =3 & th o B3

[ o B o R T T . T T o Y S S P S R 1 )
L == "= - - L B = T A e =

24
25
26
27
28

CAUSE CTI
ASSAULT AND BATTERY

(By Sheridan Against Cherry, Touchstone, ABC, and ABC Entertainment)

46.  Plaintiffs repeat, allege, adopt and incorporate by reference each and every
allegation contained in paragraph 1 through 43, inclusive, of this Complaint as though fully set
forth herein.

47.  On September 24, 2008, during a rehearsal for the Show, when Sheridan
questioned Cherry about the seript, Cherry took Sheridan aside and forcefully hit her across her
face and head.

48.  Cherry’s conduct caused Sheridan to feel apprehensiml(f inuninent physical
harm, |

“ ‘ 49,  Sheridan did not consent to Cherry’s assm@ , nor did she engage

in any behavior to incite Cherry or provoke his attack.
I

30.  Cheny’s attack on Sheridan was gllful’and unprovoked, In attacking Sheridan,

Sh '}ns ersom.
csk‘ p

Chen‘y intended to cause and did cause harmful contact

51. /ABC ratified Cherry® SCWI}Q:MI ery ;f ®1dan, adopting his conduct as
their own by,/ amo; ngs, failing to disgjfline CM for his assault on Sheridan and,

1
ingtead, extending his Gontrget fo) or an adémnal two yoars,

52.  As j wect an?,nmnc?e rest{:qf Defendant’s willful and malicious conduct,

Sheridan has suffered emotjonal and pkyséfmjunes, and has been damaged in an amount

|| subject to proof at the time of tria.lo\‘

_ 53.  Sheridan is informed and believes and based thereon alleges that Cherry, in doing
|| the things herein alieged, acted willfully, maliciously, and oppressively with the full knowledge

of the adverse effect of his actions on Sheridan and with willful and deliberate distegard of the
' consequences to Sheridan. As a direct result of the ﬁ‘audulent, willful, and malicious conduct of
Cherry, Sheridan is entitled to an award exemplary and punitive damages against Chexry in an

amonnt to be determined at trial.
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54.  Sheridan is informed and believes and based thereon alleges that ABC, has
ratified, approved, and adopted as lts own Cherry’s wilifid, malicious, and oppressive conduct,
with the full knowledge of the adverse effect of ABC’s actions and Cherry’s actions on Sheridan
and with willful and deliberate disregard of the consequences to Sheridan. As a direct result of
the fraudulent, willful, and malicious conduct of ABC and Cherry, Sheridan is entitled to an

award of exemplary and punitive damages against ABC in an amount to be determingd at tnal.

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION
ENDER E 1 ONO co 4

(By Sheridan Against Cherry)

35.  Plaintiffs repeat, allege, adopt and incorporate by ref: k ce each and every

allegation contained in paragraph 1 through 54,{nc1usive, @bmp int as though fully set
forth herein. |

56,  On September 24, 2008, during ém\arsal for the Show, when Sheridan
questioned Cherry about something that was in the scrip Chcd\%‘tg Sheridan aside and
forcefully hit her across ber face anddfe )

/
57./ 8§ ridrnmot consent to Ch tﬁ}ﬂﬁﬂdbﬂr in this manner, and Cherry’s
\ L4
conduct cansed Sherl arujfwl lppr‘ On gf imsdhent physical harm.

58, Shesidap is i?ﬁmﬂed'd béligyes and based thereon alleges that Cherry atacked
her because she is a woman and he is @hagn.

59.  Sheridan is inform€Q \a believes and based thereon alleges that Cherry intended

to cause and did cause harmful contact with Sheridan’s person.

60.  As adirect and proximate result of Cherry’s willful and malicious conduct,
Sheridan has suffered emotional and physical injuries, and has been damaged in an amount
subject to proof at the time of trial.

61.  Sheridan is informed and beliaves and based thereon alleges that Cherry, in doing
the things herein alleged, acted willfully, maliciously, and oppressively with the full knowledge

of the adverse effect of his actions on Sheridan and with willful and deliberate disregard of the
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consequences to Sheridan. As a direct result of the frandulent, willful, and malicious conduct of
Cherry, Sheridan is entitled 1o exemplary and punitive damages against Cherry in an anount to
he determined at trial.

62.  As adirect and proximate result of the aforesaid wrongful acts of Defendants,
Sheridan has incurred and will continue to incur substantial attomeys’ fees and costs in
comnection with this litigation, Sheridan entitled to recover these legal fees under California

Civil Code § 52.4.

A
(By Sheridan Agaw;t All Defendants
63.  Plaintifis repeat, reallege, adopt an rpNMce each and every

d jco
allegation contained in paragraphs 1 through 62, éu}ive, fthis Complaint as though fully set
forth herein. (E}' |

64.  ABC and Cherry mgag(dih@nﬁnuing aud@bated course of harassment
/
against Sheridan, ?ﬁ:lu?iugwqrbal and physical aya‘n‘éld culminating with her termination
ftom the Show. | \J ) f\.\/

63. AB9 Ch d I;es@m discriminated against her, and ultimatcly
terminated heron account ofher sex, hﬂﬁmal orientation, and her age.

66,  Cherry’s treatment @;;Hdan, including his physical assault and battery of her,
occwred bevause he is a homosexual map and she is a heterosexual woman.

67. At the time of her teymination from the Show, Sheridan was 45.

68.  Following Sheridan’s termination from the Show, Cherry made public comments
wherein he conceded that Sheridan’s role had been terminated because of, among other things,
her age stating: “We will find a new kind of sexiness through Wisteria Lane. What I won’t do is
cast another fortysomething sexy blonde. Nicollette Sheridan performed the ageing

neighborhood tramp better than anyone has ever done before,”
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69.  ABC knew or should have known that Defendant Cherry’s conduct towards
Sheridan because his mistreatment of Sheridan occurred with great frequency on the set of the
Show and becanse Sheridan reported Cherry’s mistreatment of her to ABC,

70.  Despite ABC’s knowledge of Cherry’s harassment of Sheridan, ABC failed to

take immediate and appropriate comrective action to stop the harassment.

71.  Ag a direct and proximate result of the harassment and termination of Sheridan
alleged herein, inchiding Defendants” failure to take any corrective steps to prevent that
harassment, Shetidan has suffered humiliation, mental angnish, and gmotional and physical
distress.

72.  As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioncdlacts and omissions of
Defendants, Sheridan has been damaged in the form of lost wages a&ﬁ;%lomnent benefits, and
sovere emotional and physical distress, in an amount in exgess of $20,000,000.00, an exact
amount to be proven at the time of trial.

73, Plaintiffs are informed and bw]ia(al}h

doing the things herein alleged, acted willfully, maliciougly, an essively with the full

en}a@ﬁ with willful and deliberate

/ - a

disregard of thifns?uncgs to Sheridan, Plgfti gs, ateddrther informed and believe and based
) .

thereon allege tifat su h@ons )mrc cﬁ\r‘&u&ﬁd and adopted by the officers, directors

and/or managing \aﬁ t5 of W Aﬁ&ds‘sect result of the fraudulent, willful, and

h malicious conduct of Defendants, Sheﬂd}ﬂ's entitled to exemplary and punitive damages against

thereon alloge that Defendante, in

knowledge of the adverse effect of thir actipns on

Defendants in an amount to be d \ﬁxed at trial.

74, As a direct and proximate result of the aforesaid wrongful acts of Defendants,
Plaintiffs have mcurred and will continue to incur substantial attorneys’ fees and costs in
connection with this litigation. Sheridan entitled to recover these legal fees under California

Govt. Code § 12965(b).
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FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTI
UNLAWFUL RETALIATORY TERMINATION
(By Sheridan Against All Defendants)

75.  Plaintiffs repeat, reallege, adopt and incorporate by reference each and every
allegation contained in paragraphs 1 through 74, inclusive, of this Complaint as though fully set
forth herein,

76. On Septermber 24, 2008, Chemy physically assaulted Sheridan during a rehearsal
for the Show by forcefully slapping her across the face and head.

77.  Immediately following Cherry’s vicious physical attack op Sheridan, Sheridan
reported the incident to executives at ABC, Sheridan’s reporting of m(.':ttack constitutes a
protected activity under FEHA.

78.  Asadirect and proximate result of Sheridanfs engagement in a protected activity,
namely reporting to her employer the unlawfl v1ol ce SM in the workplace at the
hands of Cheiry, ABC retalialod against Shendngﬁ’n {ing her employment on the Show,
In February 2009, ABC informed Sheridan that it was te nating:@tontract to render services
on the Show an /;i that Cherry had mad cigion 0 have @aract&r killed off the Show.

79. [As d pro We afOral(entmned acts and omissions of
Defendants, Shenﬁ Dbegn da}m & 0 Dsl. wages and employment benefits, and
severe ernotional a&i ysmalfaeaam,-ﬁ an a@snnt in excess of $20,000,000.00, an exact
amount 0 be proven at the'time of triale™

80.  Plaintiffs are infom;ﬂj}ﬁ believe and based thereon allege that Defendants, in
doing the things herein alioged, acted willfully, maliciousty, and oppressively with the full
knowledge of the adverse effect of their actions on Sheridan and with willful and deliberate
disregard of the consequences to Shetidan. Plaintiffs are further informed and believe and based
thereon allege that such acts were authorized, ratified and adopted by the officers, directors
and/or managing agents of Defendants. As a direct result of the fraudulent, willful, and
malicious conduct of Defendants, Sheridan is entitled to exemplary and punitive damages against

Defendants in an amount to be determined at trial.
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81,  Asadirect and proximate result of the aforesaid wrongful acts of Defendants,
Plaintiffs have incurred and will continue to incur substantial attomeys’ fees and costs in
connection with this litigation. Sheridan entitled to recover these legal fees under California

Govt. Code § 12965(b).

SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION
BREACH O E IMPLIED COVENANT

OF GOOD FAITH AND FAIR DEALING
(By Sheridan and Starlike Against Touchstone, ABC Studios, ang ABC Entertainment)

82. PlainlilTs repeut, allege, adopt and incorporate by referénee cach and every
allegation contained in paragraph 1 through 81, inclusive, of this C plaint as though firlty set
forth herein. (\

83.  The Agresment containg an impﬁed mveuWﬂx and fair dcalinlg, which
obligated ABC to perform the terms and conditins of the \Apreement fairly and in good faith and
to refrain from doing any act that would deprive Plaintiffyfof the@eﬁts of the Agreement.

&4, /Plamtlffs perfonned duties and s ;t@ all of the conditions of the

Agreement, | /
lGd w At M had performed all of the conditions
required by their conkact. (—J N\
B S,

86, ABC breached the impjfed cBVenant of good faith and fair dealing contained in
the Agreement by terminating the@é!ment intentionally, maliciously, and in bad faith fo
deprive Plaintiffs of the tremendous goodwill and resultant futﬁre earnings to which Plaintiffs
were entitled as a result of their contributions to the Show, as demonstrated by, among other
things, the 2006 Amendment increasing the per episode compensation payable to Plaintiffs.

87.  Asadirect and proximate result of the aforementioned acts and omissions of
Defendants, Starlike has been damaged in the form of the loss of future compensation due under

the Agreement, an exact amount to be proven at the time of trial,

124286.2 13 COMPLAINT
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88.  As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned acts and omissions of

Defendants, Sheridan has been damaged in the form of lost wages and employment benefits, and

severe emotional and physical distress, in an amount in excess of $20,000,000.00, an exact

“ amount to be proven at the time of trial.

89.  As a direct and proximate result of the aforesaid wrongful acts of Defendants,
Plaintiffs have incurred and will continue to incur substantial allomeys’ fees and costs in
connection with this litigation. Plaintiffs arc entitled to an award of their reasonable attorneys’
fees and costs incurred in connection with this litigation pursuant to Paragraph 17(g) of the

Standard Terms and Conditions of the Agreement and California Civi?ode § 1717.

CAUSE OF ACTION \4
D
N

90.  Plaintiffs repeat, allege, adopt agfl incorporate by reference each and every

forth herein. c %

91. ,///A dir d pm@ the ex:u{;e) and oufrageous conduct of
Defendants alleged alf:,ﬂ'qclm).ing x lh& 4 :he unlawfil assault and battery of
Sheridan and the 5 wiul drw-n-mdon Eg@nst Sheridan on account of her sex, sexual
orientation, and age, Sheridan has suf iliation, mental anguish, emotional and physical
distress. O\‘ _

92.  As adirect and proximatc result of the aforementioned acts and omissions of
Defendants, Sheridan has been damaged in the form of lost wages and employment benefits, and
severe emotional and physical distress, in an amount in excess of $20,000,000.00, an exact |
amount to be proven at the time of trial.

93, Plaintiffs are informed and believe and based theraon allege that Defendants, in

doing the things herein alleged, acted wilifilly, maliciously, and oppressively with the full
knowledge of the adverse effect of their actions on Sheridan and with willful and deliberate

124286.2 14 . COMPLAINT
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disregard of the consequences to Sheridan. Plaintiffs are further informed and believe and based
thercon allege that such actions were authorized, ratified and adopted by the officers, directors
and/or managing agents of Defendants. As 2 direct result of the fraudulent, willful, and
malicious conduct of Defendants, Sheridan is entitled to exemplary and punitive damages against

Defendants i an amount to be determined at trial.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray for judgment against Defcﬁdants, and each of them, as

I follows: (

THE 0 \J
1. General and special damages in au amount fn excessof $20,000,000.00, according
to proof at the time of trial, fogether with interest thereo

2, Exemplary and punitive damagedfin the ambunt according to proof at the time of

S W g

s+
ﬂ@pmi)l d am/oﬁnt in ¢xeess of $20,000,000.00, according

to proof at the timj oftrial, t?g-ﬂa—l-ﬂh m'tq;é'st thereon at the maximum legal rate;

trial:

=

4, Exempl d punitivi s in an amount according to proof at the time of
trial; ~ '\'
THE CAU H
5. General and special damages in an amount in excess of $20,000,000.00, according

to proof at the time of trial, together with interest thereon at the maximum legal rate;

6. Exemplary and pimitive damages in an amount according to proof at the time of
trial,

7. Attorneys” fees under California Civil Code § 52.4(a);

124286.2 15 COMPLAINT
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1) E OF ACTION:

8. Gencral and speeial damages in an amount in excess of $20,000,000.00, according

to proof at the time of trial, together with interest thereon at the maximum legal rate;

9. Exemplary and punitive damages in an amount according to proof at the time of
trial;

10. Attormneys’ fees and expert witness [ees under Cal. Govt, Code § 12965(b);
ON FI CAU CTION:

11.  General and special damages in an amount in excess of $20,000,000.00, according
to proof at the time of trial, together with interest thereon at the maxiroum legal rate;

12.  Exemplary and punitive damages in an amount accordi g to proof at the time of

o 2
13.  Attomeys’ fees and expert wimess(fezf der Cal. t. Code § 12965(b);

H CAUSE OF N: : \g}
14, /General and special dcﬁﬁb@ ANl Ao i@aess of $20,000,000.00, according

to proof at the tirg€ of tgal, fogether 'with inter thereonef the maximum legal rate;
15. o) stes u.}d ph 17‘&&' the Agreement and California Civil

Code § 1717, \Z—J \\
A\

ON THE SEVENTH CAUSE %E%I!Qﬂa

16.  General and special damages in an amount in excess of $20,000,000.00, according

trial;

to proof at the time of trial, together with interest thereon at the maximum legal rate;
17.  Exemplary and punitive damages in an amount according to proof at the time of
trial;

124286.2 COMPLAINT
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AST USES ON;
18.  For costs of suit incurred hercin; and
19.  For such other and further relief as the Court may deem just and appropriate,
DATED: April 5, 2010 BAUTE & TIDUS wer
BY W %{x
MARK D. BAUTE
Attommeys for Plaintiffs
NICOLLETTE SHERIDA
and STARLIKE J?JTERPRISES, INC.
\ Q
& A,
S
/ N, e
r \ / ’
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AN GANS
J (W
0"
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triable.

DATED: April 5, 2010

Y DEMAND

Plaintiffs hereby demand a trial by jury on all claims for relicf, which arc zo

BAUTE & TIDUS wur

ol A

MARK D. BAUTE

Attorneys for Plaintifis

NICOLLETTE SHERIDAN

and STARLIEE ENTERFRISES, INC.
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