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é 1 TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES AND TO THEIR RESPECTIVE
: ATTORNEYS OF RECORD:

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT on » at :
in Departrocnt 9 of this Cours locsted at 111 North Hill Street, Los Angeles, Califormia 90012,
|| Wendy O*Connot and Kimberly Dawn Cobain, Temporary Co-Guardians of the Person and of
mcﬂsmomeBanbﬁmwmmmﬂmmmysofmm(M“ﬁumm
will move the Court for an Order gursuant to Family Code section 1818 and Cal. R, Comt 2,550
and 2,551 dizeoting that all docurments, information and records in this proceeding be filad wnder
mimhﬂmdmummmﬁmﬂyﬁmmﬁmﬂynﬂmmlmdaﬂm uments
10jﬁledhﬂdnor,inmealmmﬁve,dirwﬁngthatpmﬁmnfdnw.infommﬁmanﬂrawrds
11 hﬁMmdﬂawhmm%ﬁmenMinmﬁwWFmilWﬁ 1218 and to

12 § protect the privacy of the minor, Frances Besn Cobsin.

13 mthmemm}hambrmwmmu
14 { section 1818, which dictates that all files in canciliationases be geal 15 cqually applicable in
15 | this case whexe the issuos and privscy considerations are substanti yﬂw\yhhﬂmem

17 ‘ Furthermore, 3 sesling. ;}w&l@.ﬂﬂ. 2550(d) becavss the

[ A O

- - ]

7+
m vmﬂdingil:tctmmtwermmth:righzofp:lbhc
20 amtothemomis f-_—J \‘\‘
2] 2 The o hl‘!ﬁm&mpmrmmahngthtrmd
22 2, Ambamnﬁalm@tymmmmcmmmmmwmbe
23 § prejudiced if the record is not sealed;
4, The proposed scaling is as narowly tailored a8 possible to protect the
23 { privacy rights of a mivor; md
L 26 5. No lesa vestrictive means exist to achieve the overriding intersst, Jd
; 27 This Motjon is based on this Motion, the Memorandum of Points and Authorities
[ 28 | and the Decluration of Geraldine A. Wyle in support of this Motion, as weil as all papers,
3
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pleadings and documents on Hle in this case, and on such oral testimony a8 may be offered at the
time of the hearing on this Motion.

e mma—— =
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|

Dated: December 21, 2009 Respectfully submitted,
HOFFMAN, SABBAN & WATENMAKER
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L INTRODUCTION

By this Motion, Wendy O"Connor and Kimberly Dawn Cobain, Temporiry
Co-Guardiuns of the Person and of the Estats of Frances Bean Cobain (the “Cuardians™),
respectfully request that the Court order the sealing of all documents, information snd records in
this proceeding that have been, to date, conditionally filed under seal and the sealing of ail
documents filed in the future in this proceeding or, in the altemative, the sealing of portions of
documents, information and records revealing fhots and circumstances which, as et forth in the
documents conditionally filed under seat, led to the filing of the Petitions for T and
Permanent Guardianship. 70““

The merits of this Motion cannot be fally argued here without i ’ngﬂm
contents of the documents to be sealed. Champion v. &tpaiarca (1988). 261

777, 178; In re the Marviage of Lechowick {1988) 65 éﬂ App. 4W
references will e mads & documents filed berein Generally, the

information to be protected includes the facts i the necdjfor guariignship proceedings

and the private and medical information relating o . ~
0
~’

I mcnmouv‘ Q m/ ry -
Wendy O isthL anmmBmDCnnmr ]

minor ("Frances”) and ﬂ@mmlmtoﬂ*mmm Temporary
Letters of Guardianalip were to Wead¥Q Connar and Kimberdy Dawn Cobain on
December 11, 2009 ag Temparary of the Person and of the Egtate of Frances Bean

Cobain. Comected Letters of Temporary Guardianship were issued on December 14, 2009
(cozrecting a typographice! error). Simultaneously with the issvance of Temporary Letters of
Guardianship, a Temporary Restreining Otder wus fssued, on December 11, 2009, restrainting the
minor’s mother, Countney Love Cobain, from certain bebavior and from coming within a certain
distance of Frances or her Guardians. A bearing is set for January 5, 2010 on the permancnt
restraining order, ind a hearing is set for February 10, 2009 on the Petition for Appointment of
B 120026
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{Permanent) Guardien of the Pmon-s:'nd Estate.

All documents, records and information filed in this proceeding to date bave been
filed conditionally under seal, Those documents set forth fucts establishing the nsed for s
m, which are private and include medical information concerning Frances,

The issues involved in this case arc substantially similer lo issoes and
resolved in farmily coneiliation court. (Cal Fam. Code 1800 ef seq.) The jurisdiction of the
famiily vonciliation court is established in Family Code section 1830, |

Tho issuss involved in these guardianship inol \ci‘ﬁmofﬂm
issueg exumerateq in Fomnily Code section 1330, (See Declaration of Geral

Wyle.) More

details cannot be set forth herein, a this Motion is 2 )

Family conciliation court files are to be undm@ in their entirety.
Farnily Code section 1818 (b) pravides, "l‘heﬁleso BW ourt shall be
clozed.”

w )nﬁuy concilistion court files
miud:mbwmn,espm rdu The suitability of parents 1o have

custody of minor chi Kus:g\lﬂ conditions and the conditions of family
mernbets are evaluated to Mwam ild may be affected, emotionally and

physicatly. Probate courts hesring g\@n\&m preceedings often deal with these substantially
related issues, as in this case, Thus, when these issues arc prevalent in a guardianship case, the
same public policy mandates that the guardianship file be completely scaled. Indecd, if a case
with similar facts were heard in family conciliation court, this would ba the case, automatically,
The public*s interest in accoss to public records is not stronger in 2 probate guardianghip case
than in family conciliation court, and 2 minor’s right to privacy is no less importeut in a probate
guardianship case. Therefore, in this cage, where the issues being litigated are substantisily

BY 120026
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aligned with family concilistion cases, sealing the entire file is appropriate.

The fucts of this case also warrant the sealing of the entire fite under the standards
set forth in the California Rules of Court, The standards and prooedures for obtaining an order
m&gdomﬂmutﬁxﬂhh_ﬂnlifomi&ku!escfmm“ 2.550 and 2.551. Undewr Rule
2,550(), which is based on the standardz eeumernted by the Celifomia Supreme Court in NBC
Subsidiary (KNBC-TV] Inc. v. Superior Courr, 20 Cal, 4th 1178 (1999), & court may seal the
reeord “if it expressly finds fhcts that catablish:™

(1)  There sxigts an overriding interest that avercomes
the right of public access to the record; /
{2)  Theoveriding interest supports sealing the record;
3 A mubstantial probability exists that the will be
ptqiudxém)iiﬁhn&wdmnotmled,w ( g
(4)  The proposed sealing is mamowly tailored; and
5)  'No less restrictive mesns achle el

d Sn(A)cMsmyuﬂn’:mﬂm Cv:mment ﬂul R. Caurt 2.550 ([o}ourts have

found that, under appropriate ¢i cos, varions w s,

soorets, and privagy interests, when properly agee andm{t' , may

constitate ‘mmdmg mmram’"). ~ \
[Bmphmuddud] e \J
~
pmmth:m. f/ 5
nnmmemnﬂmmhtyufmdm

Frances bas an interest (8o ﬂwpublwsrlghtofgenualmms. For

B that reason, the Guardiang seek to scal the allsgations made in support of the Petition for

Gumdimmhipmmmw of the Request for a Temporary Restraining Order, the personal ar
medical information of Frances that is direcily or indirectly revealed or referenced in the
pleadings and other documents filed herein, The fist that guardianship proceedings are pending
is, in itself, revealing of Frances's relationship with her mothet, obviously making that
refutionship at issue,

-3-
TOTICE OF MOTION ARD MOTION TO SEAL ALL DOCUMENTS, etc. BP 120026 |
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mCﬂmmmmmmFmsmghtmpnvm See Cal.
Comt At 1, §IC‘AllpmplembymmﬁWMmdepmMandhawmﬂlmbleﬁgm
Among these are . . . pursving and obiaining safcty, happincss and privacy.”).

Frances has a right of privacy wiﬂumpecttohﬂ-pmonala‘ndmedim
information. The California Constitution guarantec’s Frances's right to privacy. In additicn,
California law recoguizes that an individual has a privacy right to persona) information.

In this proveeding, overy document reveals details of Frances's relationship with
bey mother. See the Declarations of Frances Bean Cobain, Wendy O'Connor end Tony
Dominguez filed in support of the Petitions for Appointment of Guardians, Details of Prances's

personal status are also inchuded,

Frances"s mother, Cowrtney Love Cobain, is a public figore ivate life has
often beex reported in the media, Ifthedmilscmmimdhthudoc@hdhm are open
mmepumm.meyMHMcmbepubﬁmmwbymem&m there
have niready been media reports of these proceedings b j regarding Ms.
Love's fitness &s a parend. Frances has an overriding in in majntaini conficlentiulity
of ber personal information and that of her mother's those reasons,

the Guardians sesk to seal af] urmemmMmismmﬂl
such dmmnt:j lﬁ\pmom] informatif IWg medical information.
this muleam)m a,ﬂw will undoubtedty be widely

Here, there are “overriding i " tn maintaining the confidentiality of
Frances's personal and medical information that overcome the public®s general right of public
access to the record. See Cal. R. Court 2.550(d)(1).

A scaling order is necessary to protect the overriding privecy interests of
Frances, See Cal. R. Court 2.550(d)(2). Frances’s medical information and the facts set forth in
the Declarations of Frances Bean Cobain, Weady O*Connor and Tony Dominguez would be
disseminated to the public. The reporting of these experiences in the media and the intrusive

B 130026
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questions and photopraphing of Frances by the media wonld cause mental anguish for Frances.
These proceeding are designed to improve Frances's life, and the only way to accomplish that is
to prevent media attention and dissemination of private information to the peblic. Furthermore,
Frances's safity will be jeopardized if the personal information contained in the Declarations
and is disclosed to the public. Sealing the record is the only way to protect Frances.

As fltustratsd above, given the mediz attention consisteatly given to Frances’s
mother, Courtney Love Cobain, dating back to the much-publicized death of es's father,
Kurt Cobain, Frances's interests will be prejudiced if the record is not sealed in
requested. See Cal. R, Court 2,550(d)(2), (3). It is virtually certain that, in ce ofn
sealing order, Frances's private and medica! information will be di m

§

as pos‘ ihle, Wlm restrictive
mesns exist to achiove the overriding interest. See ;1('\‘(5) All
information mmedmﬂwdmmm@epmmdmy ¢ the most confidentis!

information rc)nmlf hﬁn« \Eg( and formation concerning
her relationship with her :p proceading is pending white

The proposed sealing is as narrowly fai

her mother is living is an NMmhMly This information is of
relatively minirnal value to lic, but camid | ‘uzed by third partics to Frances"s great

digadvantage. Accordingly, Rules 2.5?)1.551 authorize the fling under seal of all
documents, records and information n these proceedings. For the rezsons discussed above,

Frances's privacy interost in maintaining the confidentiality of her personal information may be
protected only by filing ail pleadings under seal,

BP 120026

PacE @3
am




AZ/23/2889

21382810908

1 v e e v .

i gl B W

A5 23 A3l F

N s~k Sh U e W R

| % e L e . T -
D W R =3 W B W ke O

21
22
il
24
25
26
27
28

%

10:58:58 am, 12.23.2008

If the court i3 not inclined to order the sealing of the entire file in these
proceadings, the Court should order sealed all of those portions of documents containing
information, facts or allegations relating to the reasons for filing the Guardianship petitions, the

personal and medical information relating to Frances. For example, the Deciarations of Frances
Bean Cobain, Wendy O'Connor and Tony Dominguez contain facts relating to Frances's private
\life and her medical information, and shotld he completely sealed. If this court is not inclined to
order a complete sealing of the file, the documents and hﬁumaﬁon relating to the igsues
substantially similar to those issues identified in Family Code section 1830 should be scaled,
Should the conrt find that aty portions of the documnents in this file may be ﬁlam%ml.tho

Mmmmmmhwh@mﬂ&eplmﬁnpwiﬁlmpmm
IV. CONCLUSION /\ |
For the foregoing reasons, the i Mwmm order

all documents, reports and information to be filed undez seal, Jn al the Guardians

respectfully request that this Court order m@m relating to(PmaJ’s personal and

wedical information Be fit seal in order to W@. that the Guardians be
granted ten court days to theJleadings Proviepely Hitel conditionslly under seal with

p—_ "
~
wa submitted,

HOFFMAN, SABBAN & WATENMAKER

proposed redactions, J

Dated: Docomber.21, 2009
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I zam employed in the C of Los Angeles, Statc of Colifornia. 1 am over the
ngenfls.andmtammﬂuwiﬂﬁn%. MybmmégddresamdPMofunpwymﬂ
is HOFFMAN, SABBAN & WATENMAKER, 10880 Wilshive Blvd., Suite 2200, Los

On December 21, 2009, 1 sexved the document(s) described a2 NOTICE OF
MOTION AND MOTION TO SEAL ALL DOCUMENTS AND TO FILE ALL FUTURE
! DPOCUMENTS UNDER SEAL OR, IN THE ALTERNATIVE, TO FILE PORTIONS OF
DOCUMENTS UNDER SEAL RELATING TO A MINOR AND ALLEGATIONS OF
DOMESTIC YIOLENCE on the interested partics in this action by placing: .

[} the original [X] atrme copy thereof encloaed in sealed envelopes addressed as follows:
James A, Janowitz, Esc. Atorney for: Courtoey Love Cobain

Pryor Cashman LI P

7 Times Square - /

New York, NY 10036-6569 |

&l BYMAIL,STATEOHFEDERAL: mdﬂyﬁmﬂiarm mmm
office for collection and processing of
Stares Postal Service. W?mm.m-wnv%muma
be deposited with the United States Postal , Pirst Class, Postage Pfepaid, in the

ordinary coursc of buaincss on this date. The referenced was sealed
and placed for collection and mailing with this 's
Mail on this duts, at my shove address in ifh

[]- Y OVERNIGHT DELIVERY: }am readity femilisr pfth th
for collection and procesaing for t delivesgbpFederal Bxpress. Pursusnt to that
practice, I placed a true and copy of the gied above in sealed
Wehpe(ag used as et \m:ynpr

s+

forth
{1 BYFA Lgluedém mmg/dfmcdmmﬂs}iiaMMtn
be tranamitisd on this date by facsimile jon from facsimile number (310) 470-
G735 to the addrease Tne A1 HWS}WMRW' The transmission
WS ¢ NI 28 COMDIst -

~

EMAIL: 1 cansed a fue 8 cbrtect copy of the docament(s) listed s60ve to be
1 z:’mnimdbymnﬂonathism Sm.m.l’ﬂmmapmm(a}mﬂlemnﬂ
addressics) o6t forth sbove.

deciare woder £ periury under the lawa of the State of California that the
s ihmhmmmm.WMmmw:mmmnim.

P A

HACL IEMTEAN O Coime, Wity psaing AR OF SMVACIRNO R CoF EERVIEN - Mot i i, wiak
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], Garsldine A. Wyle, daclave:

1. Tamenattomey licensed to pmotice aw in the State of California and am
a partner at the law firm Hoffiman, Sabben & Watenmaker, counsel of record for Frances bean
Cobain, Wendy O*Connor and Kimberly Dawn Cobein, petitioners in the Guardianship
proceedings for Frances Bean O'Connor. Except 82 otherwise stated, the stmements contained
herein are based on my personal knowledge and experience. If called a8 a witness, 1 could and
would testify competently to those facts.

2. The confidential information contained in the Petitions for Appointment of
ﬂmmmrmmt)mmmmalmmmmﬁlwmmwhﬁ
personal and confidential information, ineluding medical information - matters as to which
Frances has an overriding privacy interest that would be prejudiced ginless are

filed under seal. N\ \1"( '
1 declare under penalty of perjury of the % Seaty fornia that the

foregoing is true and correct. Executed on Dece:

|
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