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Attorney for Plaintiff Davenport Lyons

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

W £AVENPORT LYONS, dpartnership, ) CASENO. B C 4 0 3 5 9 7
Plaintiif, ; COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES
_ v. ) 1. BREACH OF ORAL CONTRACT;
: ' . ACCOUNT STATED,
" LAVELL CRUMP, pka David Banner, an OPEN ROOK ACCOUNT

individual, and DOES 1 through 10,
14| inclusive,
15 Defindants, )

}

16 _
17 Plaintiff Davenport Lyons (“plaintiff™), for its complaint against defendants, and sach of them,
18| alleges as follows:
19]
208 - GATIONS
21 1. Plaintiffis, and during all material times has been, a partnership, organized and existing

22 | under the ]aws of England and Wales. During all such material fimes, plaintiff engaged in th@ﬁ(ﬁﬁ af

I.

23 Iﬁw through its partners and associates from offices located in London and New Yoy - f_ﬁ g ‘;-E %
24 :E . 2. Defendant Lavell Crump (“defendant”) is an individual residing in %ngﬁles@glnﬁ
25 @,alifﬂmia. Defendant is a musical recording artist, and during all material times, performed as %@% g‘.
26} Banner. :.,‘?" ; 2 %
271 - | 3, Plamtxﬁ' is informed and believes and, based upon such information and belief aﬂ%ﬁﬂ, o

- 28§ that DOES 1 through 10 are, and during all material umes were, individuals, corporations, parﬁf:%hlps
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or other business entitics, which were and are legally responsible and liable for the acts and events
referrad to in this complaint.

4. Plaintiff is ignorant of the true names and capacities of defendants sued herein as DOES 1
through 10, inclusive, and therefore sues said defendants under such fictitions names. Plaintiff will seek
leave to amend this complaint to allege their true names and capacities when the same have been
ascertained,

5. Plaintiff is informed and believes and, based upon such information and belief alleges,
that defendants, and each of them, were the alter egos, agents, employees, partners, joint-venturers, ¢co-

conspirators, owners, principals, and employers of the remaining defendants, and each of them, and are,

'_?nd at all times herein mentioned were, acting within the courge and scope of that agency, employment,

AR

partnership, conspiracy, ownership, or joint venture. Plaintiff is further informed and believes and,
based upon such information and bolicf, alleges that the acts and conduct herein alleged of each such

defendant were known to, authorized by, and/or ratified by the other defendants, and each of them.

FIRST CALJ ON
(For Breach of Oral Contract - Against All Defendants)

6. Plaintiff repeats and incorporates by this reference, the allege-mﬁons set forth in paragraphs
1 through 5 sbove.
~ 9. Inorabout late 2001, plaintiff and defendants entered into an oral agreement pursuant to
which plaintiff agreed to perform professional services for and on behaif of defendant Crump. Crump
was living in Mississippi at the time and the lawyers who eventually provided setvices pursnant to the
epgagement agrecment wem officed in London and New York, The material terms of that agreement
\gm the following:
; a Plaintiff was to perform legal and other professional services for defendants in
connection with varions transactions, engagements and agreements as and when requested to do 80 by
defendants;

b. Defendants were to pay plaintiff a specified fee for those legal and other

professional services on 2 “per transaction” basis. In other words, plaintiff agreed to charge defendants 2
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“flat fee” for its services in conmection with the various transactions and defendants agreed to pay that
fee or direct others to pay that fee on their behalf,

c. The apreement wasg terminable at will by either party, upon reasonable notice.

; 8. Plaintiff performed all the covenants, conditions, and obligations that were required on its
part to be performed under that engagement agreement, except insofar as such performance was waived,
ﬁrevented, or excused by defendants’ acts or omissions, Specifically, plaintiff rendered the reciuasted
éervices on approximately 15 separate matters and transactions, billed defendants for the services
rendered on those matters, and was paid the billed amounts.

é 9. Within the applicabls limitations period, defendants, and each of them, have materially
!';reached the engagement agreement by, among other things, failing and refusing to pay to plaintiff the
ff.‘ullowing amounts, which plaintiff charged defendants for the legal and other professional services
'&overed by the specified invoices, each of which was rendered to defendants:

Date Invoice No. Amount

Cctober 10, 2003 103531 $1,250.

October 10, 2003 103532 $2,000,

February 10, 2004 105518 $1,500.

August 9, 2004 108819 $1,000.

:August 9, 2004 108822 $500.

December 21, 2004 111017 510,750,

November 10, 2005 117254 $18,750.

Tuly 12, 2006 122349 . $7,930,

10.  Notwithstanding numerous requests by plaintiff that they do so, in material breach of the
;gagement agreement, defendants, and each of them, have refused and failed to pay said amounts, or
':Ia;ny of them,

11.  Asa direct and proximate result of the aforementioned material breaches by defendants,
as alleged above, plaintiff has been damaged in an amount that, including costs and prejudgment interest
at the legal rate under applicable law, exceeds the jurisdictional minimum of this Court. Plaintiff will

seek leave of court to amend this complaint to state the precise amount of its damages as and when that
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amount is ascertained.

' (Account Stated - Against All Defendants)

12. Plaiutiff repeats and incorporates herein by this reference, each of the allegations set
forth in paragraphs 1 through 11 above.

o T 1 B 7 S B

71 13. At various times between October 2003 and July 2006, at London, England, an account
was stated in writing by and between plaintiff and defendants, consisting of the following items as

91 reflected in the invoices rendered by plaintiff to defendants as of the following dates:

10| Date Invoice No. Amount
11 October 10, 2003 103531 $1,250,
12 | "Ootober 10, 2003 103532 $2,000,
13| February 10, 2004 105518 $1,500.
14§ August 9, 2004 108819 $1,000.
15| August 9, 2004 108822 $500,

16| December 21, 2004 111017 _ 510,750,
17§ November 10, 2005 117254 $18,750.
18| July12, 2006 122349 , $7,930.

19| The specified balances were found due to plainfiff from defendants on =said dates. Tre and correct

20| copies of the invoices are attached hereto as Exhibits 1 through 8, and are incorporated herein by this
21| reference. Diefendants did not deny that they owed the amounts stated on said invaices at the time they
22 \fere rendered.

23 g 14,  Although demanded by plaintiff from defendants, neither all nor any part of the agreed
24 é%nuunts have been paid.

25| 15.  There is now due, owing, and unpaid from defendants to plaintiff the total sum of

26| $43,680, together with prejudgment interest thereon at the legal rate of interest under the applicable law
27} from and after the dates of each of the items constitufing the account stated.

28

Complaint ‘ 4 Primed on Recycled Paper



w

10

o o~ gh A e W D e

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION
(For Open Book Account - Against All Defendants)
16.  Plaintiff repeats and incorporates herein by this reference, each of the allegations set forth
ﬁpmagraphs 1 through 11 above.
| 17.  Within the past four years, defendants became indebted to plaintiff on an open book
account for money due in the sum of $43,680 for the performance of legal and other professional
?ervices by plaintiff on behalf of defendants and at their special instance and request, and for which
defendants agreed to pay the above sum. A true and correct copy of said account is attached hereto as
Exhibit 9 and is incorporated herein by this reference. The printed entries reflect the listed amounts in

fnglish pounds; the handwritten entries reflect those amounts in U.S. dollars
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f 18.  Neither the whole nor any part of the above sum has heen paid aithough numerous
demands therefor have been made, and there is now due, owing, and mnpaid the sum of § 43,680,
together with interest thereon at the at the legal rate of interest under the applicable [aw from the

applicable date,

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment against defendants, and each of them, as follows:
On ihie First Cause of Action;

1. For compensatory damages in. an amount to be proved at trial, together with intetest
thereon at the applicable legal rate; '
On the Secopd Cause of Action;
| 2. For compensatory damages in an amount 1o be proved at trial, together with interest
tixmon at the applicable legal rate;

pt a
: ég the Third Cause of Action:

3 For compensatory damages in an amount to be proved at trial, together with interest

thereon at the applicable legal rate;

4. For an award of reasonable attorneys’ fees pursuant to Civ. Code § 1717.5;
On all the Canseg of Action

5. For costs of suit herein incurmred; and
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6. For such other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper.

DATED: February 26, 2009

JOSEPH L. GOLDEN, ESQ.

T.AW QFFICE OF JOSEFH L. GOLDEN

ns lden, Esq.
Aftorey f; r ff Davenport Lyons
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